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This is the tenth installment in a series of reflections on LGBTQ+ matters.

Deep in our hearts we crave being loved. We can see this same craving 
in the eyes of others; and, whether it’s a child or adult, from where we 
live or from somewhere else, when we see that craving, we are moved to 
compassion. Compassion for ourselves in our own neediness helps us 
have it for others too.

We all hope to see compassion and forgiveness in our friends’ eyes. 
When other people act cruelly, condescendingly, dismissively, or in other 
atrocious ways, we know that we probably have done the same. When 
someone gives us life, we know that we can do that too. For the honest 
person, nothing humans do is foreign to us.

In Ephesians 2, Paul reminds us that Christ has broken down the 
dividing walls of hostility. In Christ the barriers that have divided people 
are breached. We are no longer alienated from God and no longer 
strangers to each other but are members together of God’s household. 
Paul’s imagery is beautiful here. We are part of one house with Christ as 
the cornerstone, all of us fitted together and growing into a “holy 
temple,” with God in the Spirit living in us. No longer strangers; no 
longer aliens; but together at home in the heart of God.
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