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This is the twelfth installment in a series of reflections on LGBTQ+ matters.

The church is polarized over how to respond to realities like gender 
fluidity, same sex unions, and notable differences in the interpretation of 
important passages of scripture among careful biblical scholars.

Fueling the polarity, serious numbers of people are anything but tepid in 
calling out what they believe to be sin. These brothers and sisters of ours 
believe it is their job to protect themselves and their churches from sin. 
As defenders of the faith, they vehemently call out sin and want to 
discipline sinners, maybe even shut them out of opportunities to serve 
their congregations and their Lord because of it.

Is that who we truly want to be? Is that how we want to be known by a 
disbelieving world? Is that the core of the Christian faith? Is that a 
holistic way of viewing the entire testimony of scripture?

I think a primary calling of Christians is to draw near to others and to 
share their joys and burdens. In order to do that, we must approach each 
other with an awareness of mutuality and with willingness to be 
vulnerable. We need to be ready to say to each other, “I am human just 
like you. I struggle with ethical decisions and agonize over my mistakes. 
I’m not afraid of our differences, including our different pain and 
struggles.” When we see others as human, like ourselves, it makes room 
for compassionate, kinder responses.

The person whom we think is misguided or worse gives us an 
opportunity to look at ourselves. We cannot respond with kindness to 
what we perceive to be brokenness in another if we are not in touch with 
our own brokenness and if we are not gentle with ourselves. If we haven’t 
seen or reacted to our own need for change, how can we allow ourselves 
to be impatient with another’s lack of change? How can we be as loving 
as God is if we ourselves have not fully absorbed God’s generosity with 
us?

Recognition that the other is just like myself is necessary for unity in the 
church. The way for us to live together is to say, “I am yours, and you are 
mine. I am human and fragile just like you. Let’s hang on to each other.”

Life Together �1

About the Author 

Tom Hoeksema is a member of 
the Board of All One Body. He 
is a retired Professor of 
Education at Calvin University, 
where among other things he 
advocated for inclusiveness for 
children with varied abilities in 
P-12 schools and worked to 
break down barriers to full 
participation of marginalized 
people in the church. Over the 
next several weeks, we will be 
posting Tom's reflections on 
LGBTQ+ matters. 

All One Body 

All One Body promotes 
unrestricted participation in all 
areas of church life by all 
members who confess Christ 
as Savior and Lord, whether 
single or partnered, without 
regard to sexual orientation or 
gender identity.  We seek to 
challenge the voices of fear 
and accusation that condemn 
and exclude, that marginalize 
some and privilege others.  We 
will create generous and 
grace-filled spaces in which we 
can all be informed by direct 
personal engagement through 
the sharing of our stories. 

LIFE TOGETHER 
  Thomas B. Hoeksema, Sr.  


