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This is the fourth installment in a series of reflections on LGBTQ+ matters.

The conversation in the church around LGBTQ+ matters is an 
opportunity for us to examine our hearts. Viewing the discussion as a 
threat leads to fear responses in which some voices are silenced, and the 
power of some over others is exerted. But viewing this particular 
situation as an occasion to look at one’s own motivations and fears can 
lead to changes in the ways we live with each other in the presence of all 
of our imperfections and differences.

What changes our hearts? It’s recognizing our own personal need for 
God’s mercy and realizing that God loves us as we are. God’s generosity 
toward us is inexhaustible. If you can take in the truth that you are 
loved that seriously, then love toward others cannot help but spill out of 
you.

Conversely, if you find yourself impatient with others who have different 
ideas about what is ethical, if you judge the actions of others without 
compassion, if you put your energies into creating policies that 
condemn and exclude people from fellowship, if you believe it is your 
job to vigorously defend the purity of faith against anything you 
perceive to be immoral , then consider the possibility that you may have 
a distorted heart. You may, in fact, have failed to apprehend the radical 
nature of God’s love for you, which, once you’ve taken it in, will 
transform your heart and the way in which you live with others. You will 
become a conduit for others to God’s capacious heart.
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